
peners 
Happy New Year. Welcome to the 1980s. The 1970s saw the birth of opener 
collecting as a recogn izeQ hobby and the 80s are sure to see it grow, Good 
things are ahead, Ollie Hibbeler phoned me at the end of 1979 to advise 
that the plans for the April 19th convention are shaping u~ very well, To 
date he has received 27 firm committments to attend, If you haven't let 
Ollie know your intent ions yet, please do so as soon as possible by using 

the enclosed form, Also be sure to indicate whether you will need a motel 
reservation. There are four Holiday Inns in the vicinity - please note that 
the convention will be at the Holiday Inn NORTHWEST. 

Enclosed with this issue is the current Directory of Opener Collectors. These 
are people who renewed their subscriptions to Just for Openers, You will note 
the list has shrunk considerably since the last newsletter. Possible reasons 
for the decrease, 

1. We have now narrowed the list down to those who are really serious 
about the opener collecting hobby, 

2. The rest forgot to renew, 
J, The rest did not understand that subscription is based on the calender 

year, 
4 . The rest spent the $7.50 on some openers. 
5 . The rest either don't like the newsletter or feel the $7.50 subscription 

price is too high, (The $7.50 does not come close to offsetting the 
cost of printing and mailing four issues to the list), 

6, Who knows! 

Ix> you know someone who collects openers and should be a subscriber to this 
publication? D:> you know someone on last year's subscriber list who did not 
renew? Pass the word to subscribe . - this publication will only survive by 
keeping the circulation at a point where it is economical to print and mail 
the issues, Take a look through the list now and send a ~ote to those you 
know who are missing from the list, 

This issue is devoted to updating the catalog of openers in BEER ADVERTISING 
OPENERS through type E-14. In the next issue (April) I will include updates 
for type E-15 through whatever there is room for. If you have any additions, 
please get them mailed in as soon as possible. Some "Discoveries" have been 
forwarded to me for photographs and I hope to add some more before the July 
issue in which additional "Discoveries" will be included. Hopefully, t.hbre 
will also be a wealth of exciting convention news for that iooue. 

With hopes of getting the April issue out before the convention, I am sflttirir, 
an early deadline for news, ads, etc as Feb, 29, 1980, Mail all material to1 
Donald Bull, 6J October Lane, Trumbull, CT 06611. 

Copyright © 1980 by D:mald Bull 



BUY - SELL - TRADE MART ( 10 cents per word) -----------For Sale1 0 pen er s, Tap Knobs, Trays, Patches, Coasters. Lists 25 cents 
each. Over 125 openers as low as 25 cents. JANTOS, 7025 
Kevin, Bethel Park, PA 15102 

Corkscrews Wanted1 Any type, old or new, unusual, combination tools , etc. 
Joseph Balaban, 6630 Riley Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46220. 

BEER ADVERTISING OPENERS - A PICTORIAL GUIDE ( The Book) 
I have had, unfortunately, a number of complaints about the pages coming 

loose from the binding of the book, I regret that this has happened and 
apologize for it, It is, however, something over which I had no control -
the binder just plain fouled up. At least it is obvious that those of you 
who have complained have put the book to good use. Might I suggest that 
you take the pages completely out, three-hole punch them, and put them in 
a nice binder, This way the book, the newsletter, and all other information 
about openers and your collection can be kept together .. ,,,•••• ,,,Ibn Bull 

TYPE ASSIGNMENTS 
Toe combination tap knob/opener on page 3 of issue No. 4 is type M-55, 
The Burger bottle - bottle opener on page J of issue No. 4 is type S-1. 

CHURCH KEY 
In the DICTIONARY OF WORD AND PHRASE ORIGINS William and Mary Morris 

explain the term "Church Key" as follows 1 
"When I passed on through my newspaper column a question from a Maryland 

reader about why "the tool that punches a triangular hole in a beer can is 
called a church key," I received lots of explanations. Included was one 
amusing script - virtually a one-act play - purporting to pr~ve that the 
name was coined by a pair of hung-over acolytes. ( 

But then I had a explanation from - where else? - Milwaukee, the beer 
capital of the world, It seems so authentic that all other theories may now 
be put aside, For one thing, Mr. J.R. Oberhofer, an old-time brewery worker, 
pointed out that the expression church key is much older than the device that 
leaves a triangular hole in beer cans. Indeed, it goes back to early days of 
the brewing business, when beer was first dispensed in bottles. 

'The expression church key is old in the brewing business,' he wrote. 'I 
worked in a brewery for about )5 years and everybody caried a bottle opener 
or church key, perhaps so called because it looked like the top end of the 
kind of heavy ornate key used to unlock church doors. I am enclosing an old 
relic that is abJut 50 years old. It's made of cast L.~n and from its weight a11d. 
appearance, you can see its resemblance to a churchdoor key. 

With the coming of cans in the brewing business, the bJttle opener gave way 
to the can opener that makes the triangular marks - but t~e name church key 
was simply transferred to the new device." 

Mr. Oberhofer actually did send the cast iron bottle o~ner, and the 
evidence seems to me entirely persuasive. Thanks to him for settling a question 
that has puzzled me for many a year." 
..... ,,Thank you William and Mary Morris ..... I assume the reference is to a 
type D Cast Iron Cap lifter. Does anyone have any other theories on the 
origin of the term "Church Key"? 

IBI Tap Knob/ Opener 
Ross Reid says the tY]e M-55 opener (Pg. 3 issue 4) was given out to 

Beer Wholesalers, He acquired one this past summer in original presentation 
case, 



f tf7'0 DIRECTORY OF OPENER COLLECTORS 

APPEL, Gene, 38915 Deer Run Road, Palmdale, CA 93550 .. •••••••••••••••••( 805 ) 947 6968 
AQUA, Dr. Herman, 487 Bennett St ., Luzerne, PA 18709 ................... (717) 288 J400 
ASHBAUGH, Larry J., P.O. Box 693, Mercury, NY 89023 ..• •••••••••••••••••(702) 986 9274 
ASHENIX)RF, Herb, 21 Montclair Road, Yonkers, NY 10710 (Dealer ) ......... (914) 337 0616 
ASPINWALL, James A., 212 W. Vernon Ave., Linwood, NJ 08221 ............. (609 ) 927 6635 
BAUER, John P., Rt. 2, Box 802K, Klamath Falls, OR 97601 ............... 50J ) 882 4507 
BALABAN, Joseph E., 6630 Riley Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46220 ............ J17 ) 25J 9755 
BEEBE, Leon Phillip, 14 Manor Drive Rt. 3, Mt. Airy, MD 21771 (Type F2) 301 ) 831 7323 
BIDDLE, John, 1016 Ianiel Drive, Petaluma, CA 94952 ... ••••••••••••• •••• 707) 763 4625 
CARIONE, Joe, 1833 Rose mont Blvd., Dayton, OH 45420 .................... 513) 254 6796 
CARPENTER, Leonard, Seminole Road, Middlefield, CT 06455. •••••••••••••• 203) 349 8468 
CARTER, Robert P. Jr., 3809 Spring Meadow Dr., Ellicott City, MD 21043.(301) 465 8192 
CHERNEY, M.S., 3J14 Scenic Drive, ~edar Falls, IA 50613 ............•... (J19) 266 5748 
IaFOE, Steve, 6 Arthur St., Old Bridge, NJ 08857•••••••••••••••••••••••(201) 251 3721 
DAROCY, Alex, 26 Oak Road, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 ....•................... (408 ) 423 4199 
DEACHMAN, Gary, 877 Mobile St., Aurora, CO 80011 ....................... 303) 341 5259 
OONOVAN, F.D., 11350 McGirk Ave., El Monte, CA 91732 ................... 213) 442 3815 
DUMMER, Duane H., 910 N. Palmatory St., Horicon, WI 53032 .............. 414) 485 3395 
EISENGA, Erne "Zeke", 3031 Delaware, Stockton, CA 95204 ............. •••• 209) 464 5198 
ENLOE, Glen, 517 S. Main St., Apt. 4, Independence, MO 64050 ........... 816) 833 0317 
FEHR, Donald, 407 Chestnut Ave., Northfield, NJ 08225 .................. (609) 641 5910 
FOUCH, Phillip D., 20944 Eastwood, Warren, MI 48089 .................... (313) 779 2967 
GAGE, E. Royal, 1219 Maple .Ave., Peekskill, NY 10566 ................... (914 ) 739 0680 
GOUGH, G. W., 403 East Main St., Fulton, MS 38843. •••••••••••••••••••••(601) 862 J257 
GRIFFIN, Carla A., 512 S. Louis St., Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 ............ (312) 253 7643 
GRIGGS, Clayton, 808 South Ash, McFherson, KS 67460 .................... (316) 241 2,549 
GROWE, A.W. (Andy), 1201-198 Sycamore Terr., Sunnyvale, CA 94086 ....... 1408) 241 5664 
HART, Richard, · 2921 Iartmouth, Plano, TX 75075 ......................... 214) 596 9621 
HASKINS, Linda, 827 Ave. L S.E., Winter Haven, FL 33880 ................ 813 ) 299 1052 
HAYES, Edmond M., 210 9th St., Hudson, WI 54016 ........................ (715 ) 386 2113 
HEFLlli, Gene, 520 S. 2nd St., Apt. 1609, Springfield, IL 62701 ......... 217l 528 3560 
HIBBELER, Oliver N. Jr., 31 Country Life Drive, O'Fallon, MO 63366 ..... 314 272 3185 
HOIGE, Jeff, 1398 Sheridan, Pomona, CA 91767••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 714 621 2526 
HUNTER, Ralph, 487 Montecit o Blvd., Napa, CA 94558 ..................... 707) 226 9418 
HYLAND, John, 9007 Surrey Drive, Pendleton, IN 46064 ................... 317) 778 4025 
IMMEL, Albert E., 641 Sheridan Drive, Box 612, La.ncaster, OH 4JlJO ..... 614) 654 9656 
JAN'IDS, Carl T., 7025 Kevin Drive, Bethel Turk, PA 15102 .•............. 412) 833 4866 
JAY, Norman, 839 James Court, Wheaton, IL 60187 .........•......••...... 312) 665 9322 
KAY, R.E., 216 N. Batavia Ave., Batavia, IL 60510 ...•.................. 312) 879 6214 
KAYE, Ed, 1840 Major Drive, Golden Valley, MN 55422. ••••••••••••••••••• 612) 588 2821 
KOGUT, Harold L., 4411 15 Ave. N., St. Petersburg! FL JJ713•••••••••••• 813) 898 2J08 
KORNIOERFER, Harry , 232 Pebble Beach Road, Lakeville, NY 14480•••••••••1716) 346 5913 
KROLL, Peter, 3739 Elna Road, Madison, WI 53704 .......... , ............. 608). 837 4818 
LABESKA, Thomas F., 725 T.rwnbull Ave., Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 ......... 609) 599 9287 
LOGAN, Joseph M., 5609 E. J3rd St., Tucson, AZ 85711 ................... 602) 790 61J6 
LOHMILLER, George, 2924 Orchard Ave., Grand Junction, CO 81501 ......... 303 ) 243 J477 
LOTHRIIGE, Tom, 31 Pearl St., Bainbridge, NY 13733••••••••••••••••••••• 607) 967 8575 
LUNDELL, Peter, 35 Barbara lane, Oakland, NJ 07436 (NJ Openers only) ... 201) 337 5767 
McGUIRE, Michael D., 1650 Kanunu St., Apt. 1102, Honolulu, HI 96814 .... 808) 941 J420 
McMILLAN, John E., 63 Norton St., N. Weymouth, MA 02191 ................ 617 ) 337 3708 
NELSON, Mike, 26054 El:igemont Drive, San Bernardino, CA 92404 ........... 714) 862 4779 
NI CHOLS , Ed, 98J East 31 St ., Brooklyn, NY 11210••• • •••• • •••••••••••••• 212) 377 5688 
NOWICKI, Peter J., 2239 24th Ave., San Francisco, CA 94116., ........... 415) 566 8445 
O' BRIEN, William E., 4035½ Albatross, San Diego, CA 92103 .............. (714) 295 6078 
PETERS, Roger D., P.O. Box 5073, Cottonwood, CA 96022 .. •. ...•.......... (916) 347 4741 
PICKERING, "Bar ba", P.O. Box 101, Sea Clif'f, NY 11579 .. . •••••. •••••• ••• 
PUGH, Sass, P.O. Box 67, Miller, SD 57362 .............................. ( 605) 
REED, llin, J437 Raymond St ., Laureldale, PA 19605 ..... •••••••••••••••••(215 ) 
REEVES, Fern E., P.O. Box 1624, Paso Robles, CA 93446 . ............ ..... (805) 

853 3835 
929 1339 
238 1779 



RORTVEDT, Robert, 1J6 North Elmore, Park Ridge, IL 60068 ............... (312) 823 7855 
ROSENBERGER, John, 1026 Hill Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 ..................... 312) 741 3504 
RUKAVINA, Steve, 4421 W. 101 St., Chicago, IL 60453 .................... J12) 42J 962J 
SANTEN, Arthur, 6126 McPherson, St. Louis, MO 63112 .......... ~ ......... 314) 863 6798 
SCHELE, Jerry B., 3744 Pineview Drive, Ft. Wayne, IN 46815 ............. 219) 483 6350 
SCHLEDEL, Morry, Rt. 2, la Moille, IL 61330 .............. ·••·•••• ..•... 815l 638 2711 
SENUTA, Thorna.s W., Fanning Rd., RFD 5, Norwich, CT 06360 ......•........ 203 889 06_54 
SHEMORRY, John, 166 E. 96th St., #l5A, New York, NY 10028 .............. 212 860 J858 
SHENK, Frank T., 378 W. North St., Carlisle, PA 17013 .................. 717 243 9765 
SHERK, Lawrence, P.O. Box 191 Stn. G, Toronto, Ontario, CANADA M4-M JG? 

(canadian openers only) ..... (416) 465 JJ86 
SHERMAN, Don K., 438 Mavis Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90065 ..•............. (213) 225 7870 
SHERRIEB, H.W., P.O. Box 7309, Amarillo, TX 79109•••••••••••••••••••••• 806) 352 8713 
SILVERMAN, William J., 25 Braeburn Drive, Park Forest, IL 604-66 ........ J12) 748 2136 
SOKOL, David, 3 School St. 1 Enfield, CT 06082 ......... ••••••••••••••••• 203) 749 3094 
STAWARZ, Henry, 5730 S, Neva, Chicago, IL 60638, ....................... 312) 586 7020 
THOMAS, Don, 23923 Susan Drive, Farmington Hills, MI 48024 ..........•.. 313) 477 7667 
WALLING, Glenn, 3200 Columbus St., Bakersfield, CA 93306 ............... 805) 871 0759 
WARD, Lawrence D,, 118-D Lyellwood Pkwy., Rochester, NY 14606 ....•..... (716) 426 2233 
WARRICK, Terry D., 2534 Pinetree Drive, Trenton, MI 48183 ........•..... (313) 676 7955 
WES'IDN, Barry, P.O. Box 1, Forestville, N.S.W., Australia 208? ......... 02) 451 4598 
WILKEY, Richard, 118 W. Cherry St., Bluffton, IN 46714 ................. 219) 824 4370 
WULFF, R., 623 Fernway, Elaersburg, MD 21784••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 301) 795 0771 
ZIEX;ELMAIER, Paul, 8351 Citrus Wood L., Citrus Heights, CA 95610 ..•.•.. 916) 726 8156 
ZRUNO, Tom, 48781 I-94 Service Drive #312, Belleville, MI 48111 ........ 313) 699 5127 

BULL, Ibnald, 63 October Lane, Trumbull, CT 06611 .•.................... (203) 359 4708 

Late additions 1 

GEYER, Ray, llJ Ashwood Way, Harrisburg, PA 17109 .••• ••••••••••••••••••(717) 545 09lO 
GIBSON, Paul, 315 N. 14th, Murphysboro, IL 62966 ............. ••••••••••(618) 684 J863 
GORR, Alan, 24 Cambridge Drive, Southington, CT 06489 ................. . 
PARMENTER, Michael, 7655 Ostrom Ave., Van Nuys, CA 91406 ............... 1213) J44 1428 
REID, Ross, 351.54 Keller Drive, Avon, OH 44011 ....•...............•.... 216) 937 6534 
SPENCER, Dick, 1250 Mac Drive, Stow, OH 44224••••••••••••••·••••••••••• 216) 650 4927 
Later additions 

FORD, J.Y., 5351 Boyd Ave., Oakland, CA 94618 .......................... (415) 655 5393 




