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The Twists and Turns of Walker’s Erie Specialty Co.  
By Don Thornton and John Stanley 

The final curtain fell on August 28, 1923 for the Erie 
Specialty Company in Erie, Pennsylvania. It had been 
a righteous run, although the manufacturing firm had 
been on life support since the death of its founder, 
Edwin Walker, in 1917. It was a sad ending for a com-
pany that had become famous over the years for its 
corkscrews, ice cream dippers, cigar cutters, ice 
picks, lemon squeezers and bottle openers. A news-
paper advertisement invited bidders to the 1925 auc-
tion of not only the once prosperous firm’s machinery 
and equipment (362 lots) but its more than half an 
acre of land, brick and frame buildings and 285,000 
pounds of  “assorted steel and screw stock.” 
 
Edwin Walker was an amazing inventor. From 1874 to 
1921 (four years after his death) he was awarded an 
astounding 51 patents (see table), covering 10 differ-
ent subjects. A breakdown: corkscrew related 18; ice 
cream dippers 8; cigar cutters 6; work bench tools 5; 
kitchen tools 4; bottle 
openers 3; phono-
graph related 3; 
champagne bottle 
taps 2; turnbuckle 1; 
and middlings-
purifiers 1. 
 
Walker was 27 years 
old and working in 
Silver Creek, New 
York in the flour mill-
ing industry when he 
was granted his first 
patent with his father 
for, appropriately, a 
middlings-purifiers or 
flour cleansing ma-
chine. Patent No. 
148,099  was awarded 
to “G. & E. Walker of 
Hamburg, New 
York”  (George and 
Edwin) on March 3, 
1874. 

March 3, 1874.      G. & E. Walker                148,099 
MIDDLINGS-PURIFIERS 

Filed Jan. 7, 1874 
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The patent did not meet with success and in 1880 Walker moved to Erie, 
Pennsylvania where he remained the rest of his life. In Erie he worked as a 
pattern maker and draughtsman for three different firms, Sterns Manu-
facturing, Taper Sleeve Pulley Company and Skinner & Wood Engine 
Company, before going into business for himself in 1883.  The E. Walker 
Tool Company offered a line of tools, including a combo device for chis-
els, an adjustable plane and a woodworking marking gauge, all patented 
by Walker. 
 
In 1888 he sold the company 
and launched the Erie Special-
ty Manufacturing Company, 
later shortened to Erie Special-
ty Company. That same year 
he was awarded his first cork-
screw patent, No. 377,790, on 
February 14. It was for a me-
chanical, table mount “cork 
extractor” with a circular turn-
ing arm to insert the worm and 
a lever arm to push down and 
pull out the cork. It was the 
beginning of Erie’s “Quick and 
Easy” line of tools, later in-
cluding lemon squeezers, ice 
cream dishers, and ice picks. 

 

Feb. 14, 1888.        E. Walker                    377,790 
CORK EXTRACTOR 
Filed May 27, 1887 
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One of Walker’s most important and popular corkscrews was patented in 1893. It was a “self-pulling” corkscrew 
with what Walker said was a “yoke” that fit on the top of the bottle. The yoke became known as a “bell” and thus 
the “Walker Bell Cap” corkscrew. Another popular extractor was patented in 1900 also featuring a “bell” and a 
hook to remove seal caps. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

July 25, 1893.        E. Walker                    501,975 
CORKSCREW 

Filed Dec. 1, 1905 
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Apr. 17, 1900.        E. Walker                    647,775 

CORKSCREW 
Filed Feb. 21, 1899         Sheet 2 

Apr. 17, 1900.        E. Walker                    647,775 
CORKSCREW 

Filed Feb. 21, 1899         Sheet 1 
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Walker applied for his first ice cream dipper (or disher or scoop) in 1905 and it was awarded in 1908. The object of 
his dipper, he said, “to provide an implement adapted to be conveniently operated for the purpose of removing 
cream, or a similar substance, from a receptacle and discharging the same into a plate or other container, the 
operations of dipping, and of releasing and discharging the contents of the dipper being easily and quickly per-
formed by one hand.”  He advertised his line of eight dippers as “quick and easy.” 

July 7, 1908.        E. Walker                     892,633 
ICE CREAM DIPPER 

Filed Dec. 1, 1905 
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Walker was a cigar smoker, which likely got him interested in cigar cutters. He was awarded his first cutter patent 
in 1891. “The object of my invention,” he said, “is to construct a cigar cutter consisting of a box” equipped with a 
lever for “an oscillating cutter.”  The box also had a compartment in which “the severed cigar tips” would accu-
mulate and be “readily discharged.” Another important feature, Walker  said, was the front plate on the box could 
be used for advertising.  The box would perform two functions – “that of a cigar-cutter and that of an advertising 
device.” Many of these devices, advertising cigars, ended up on cigar store counters for use by customers. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 19, 1891.        E. Walker                   452,626 
CIGAR CUTTER 

Filed May 6, 1889 



Just For Openers January-December 2025 7 

The Twists and Turns of Walker’s Erie Specialty Co.  
By Don Thornton and John Stanley 

 
Walker, a pioneer of wire-style American bottle openers, was awarded four patents related to the popular and 
very collectible opener. Warning: Three of these patents overlap each other and can be confusing. The first pa-
tent, No. 1,038,692, dated September 17, 1912, was for the “method of making corkscrews” from a metal rod 
with a worm on one end a crown cap lifter on the other. The patent dealt mostly with the making of the worm, but 
at one point near the end of the text Walker noted: “Although I have shown and described the crown opener as a 
part of the cork screw, it is manifest that the crown opener may be made as a separate and distinct article… The 
crown opener and the method of producing it forms the subject of a separate application filed by me July 19, 

1910, Serial No. 572,681.”  
Walker was awarded Design Patent No. 
46,149 on March 25, 1913 for a “bottle 
cap remover” that became the rough de-
sign for all other wire openers produced 
over the years. That patent was followed 
by No. 1,150,083 on August 17, 1915 in 

which Walker cited his 1912 “method of making corkscrews” patent but stat-
ed this application “pertains only to the crown or cap opener.” What followed 
was more overlap and confusion. Walk-
er’s daughters, Jesse Sterrett and Mary 
E. Steiner, acting as “administratrices of 
said Edwin Walker, Deceased,” applied 
for a patent for the “method of making 
crown-openers” (as opposed to cork-

Sept. 17, 1912.    E. Walker           1,038,692 
METHOD OF MAKING CORKSCREWS 

Filed Nov. 8, 1909 

July 21, 1914.   E. Walker         Des. 46,149 
BOTTLE CAP REMOVER 

Filed Nov. 7, 1911 

Aug. 17, 1915.    E. Walker            1,150,083 
CROWN OPENER 
Filed July 19, 1910 

July 26, 1921.  E. Walker, Dec’d.  1,385,976 
J. STERRETT and M. E. STEINER 

ADMINISTRATRICES 
METHOD OF MAKING CROWN OPENERS 

Filed July 22, 1915 
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screws). It was granted July 26, 1921. 
The patent cited the July 19, 1910 previ-
ously mentioned application and said 
this division from it was for “a method 
of making crown openers which con-
sists in bending a metal rod or wire into 
a loop and swaging the metal at a plu-
rality of points with the loop…” Appar-
ently the daughters acted to really nail 
down credit for Walker for the wire style 
opener. 

Walker had one other “opening” device – a champagne bottle tap. He was granted two patents, No. 692,951 in 
1902 and No. 757,794 in 1904, both designed to tap through the cork with a hollow gimlet to allow a person to 
pour a drink without fully uncorking the bottle while keeping the bottle’s pressure for later use. Many of these 
taps came in their own wooden box with printed instructions, including: “Do not remove wire or cap from bottle. 
Insert gimlet in center of tin cap and bore hold in center of cork to shoulder.” In the 19th Century and into the 20th, 
champagne was considered a medicine, or therapeutic tonic,  to be taken in small amounts for different ailments 
– thus a need for taps to trap the pressure. 

 

Apr. 19, 1904.     E. Walker              757,794 
BOTTLE  TAP 

Filed Sept. 2, 1903 

Feb. 11, 1902.   E. Walker            692,951 
BOTTLE  TAP 

Filed May 17, 1901 

Photo Courtesy of CCCC  
(Canadian Corkscrew Collector’s Club) 
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According to the 1909 book “A Twentieth Century History of Erie County, Pennsylvania,” Edwin Walker was a 
force to be reckoned with. “Mr. Walker has natural gifts in the lines of inventor, mechanic, manufacturer and 
salesman, in combination with great executive ability and business acumen,” the book said in typical high praise 
of such publications of the day. “He has a thorough knowledge of all details of his business, and is equally effi-
cient in the office, the factory or on the road as salesman, a combination rarely found in one individual.” The book 
also reported that Walker’s son, Clarence, was at the time “treasurer and superintendent” of the company and 
“one of Erie’s well-known young manufacturers.’ 
 
Edwin died in 1917 and Clarence apparently was the new boss.  The following year the C.T. Williamson Novelty 
Company acquired Erie’s opener business.  The companies were believed to be friendly competitors, sharing ad-
vertising space over the years in Hardware Dealers’ Magazine, dating back to 1899. It apparently was not a hostile 
takeover. The Erie Specialty Company reportedly was moving into making machine parts for aircraft and automo-
biles before fading away and the subsequent 1923 auction. 
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TABLE OF EDWIN WALKER PATENTS 
148,099 Middlings-Purifers (George & Edwin, father and son) March 3, 1874 

291,820 Combination Tool       January 8, 1884 

318,331 Adjustable Faced Plane     May 19, 1885 

357,429 Tool Handle for Interchangeable Tools   February 8, 1887 

359,336 Combined Surface and Marking Gauge   March 25, 1887 

 

377,790 Cork Extractor (table mount)    February 14, 1888 

452,625 Cork Puller (table mount)     May 19, 1891 

452,626 Cigar Cutter       May 19, 1891 

501,975 Corkscrew        July 25, 1893 

515,411 Automatic Cork Puller      February 27, 1894  

 

515,412 Cork Puller       February 27, 1894 

543,224 Cork Puller       July 23, 1895 

D25,776 Corkscrew Collar      July 14, 1896 

557,734 Cork Puller (table mount)     April 7, 1896 

579,200 (Cork) Stopper Extractor      March 23, 1897 

 

611,046 Corkscrew        September 20, 1898 

D31,505 Corkscrew Head (See 647,775)    September 12, 1899 

647,775 Corkscrew        April 17, 1900 

649,498 Cork Puller (table mount)     May 15, 1900 

676,013 Cork Puller (table mount)     June 11, 1901 

 

692,951 Bottle Tap(see #757,794)     February 11, 1902 

694,591 Cigar Tip Cutter      March 4, 1902 

713,540 Bottle Neck Clamping Mechanism for Cork Pullers November 11, 1902 

753,941 Cigar Tip Cutter      March 8, 1904 

757,794 Bottle Tap       April 19,1904 

 

789,892 Vegetable Masher (table mount)    May 16, 1905 

792,864 Cigar Tip Cutter      June 20, 1905 

805,600 Composite Sound Producer (phonograph)   November 28, 1905 

892,633 Ice Cream Dipper     July 7, 1908 

951,467 Cigar Cutter     March 8, 1910 

 

961,184 Screw Driver     June 14, 1910 

962,481 Cigar Cutter     June 28, 1910 

962,603 Meat and Fruit Press (table mount)   June 28, 1910 

964,588 Bottle Holder for Cork Puller and Other Machinery July 19, 1910 

1,012,944 Ice Cream Dipper (w/son Clarence L.)   December 26, 1911 

 

1,038,692 Method of Making Corkscrews     September 17, 1912 

1,057,021 Automated Cork Puller     March 25, 1913 

D46,149 Bottle Cap Remover     July 21, 1914 

1,115,754 Lemon Squeezer (table mount)     November 3, 1914 

1,138,703 Ice Cream Dipper     May 11, 1915 

1,138,704 Ice Cream Dipper     May 11, 1915 

1,138,705 Ice Cream Dipper     May 11, 1915 

1,138,706 Ice Cream Dipper     May 11, 1915 

1,150,083 Crown Opener     August 17, 1915 
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1,162,116 Ice Cream Dipper     November 30, 1915 

 

D48,269 Lime Squeezer (handheld)  ̀    December 7, 1915 

1,194,685 Ice Cream Dipper     August 15, 1916 

1,203,666 Phonograph     November 7, 1916 

1,203,667 Phonograph     November 7, 1916 

1,226,830 Turnbuckle     May 22, 1917 

 

1,385,976 Method of Making Crown Openers (deceased)  July 26,1921 

Filed by daughters, heads of estate, relates to application on July 19, 1910 Serial No. 

572,681 “novel crown opener and method of making” 

 


