
Bill Stanley Sells 1964 Mercedes 300SL to 
Robert Horton & 36 Years Later 

 

 

Bill Stanley Sr 
Piedmont Motor Sales 

 

1964 Mercedes Benz 300SL 
Coupe-Roadster Serial #003128 

 

Sold to Robert Horton 
May 2, 1964 

 

36 Years Later at 
Gull Wing Group International 

(Owners of 300SLs) 
October 4-8, 2000 

Quality Inn Biltmore 

 

Bought in 1999 by Sam & Emily Mann 

350 E Palisade Ave Englewood NJ 07631 

Lovely Couple, Peggy and I are invited  

to visit them in Hackensack NJ 
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Bill Stanley, Sr was a car salesman most of his adult life.  In 1958 he went to work at Piedmont Motor 
Sales, Inc. on N Patterson Ave. in Winston-Salem, NC as the General Manager.  At the time he lived in 
Mt. Airy and commuted for about a year until the family moved to Winston-Salem.   
 
Piedmont Motor Sales, Inc. was owned by Shirley Mitchell who at the time a was a very successful busi-
ness owner.  Besides the car dealership, Mitchell owned Hennis Freight Lines (a national trucking com-
pany), a tire company, a mobile home business, a service station and finally a restaurant all located on 
50 acres at Patterson Ave.  Piedmont sold Studebaker, Mercedes Benz and Porsche cars.  Bill did so well 
selling Studebakers the first year, he won a European trip for him and his wife Peggy. 
 
Business was going great and in 1964 the dealership obtained the last 12 Mercedes Benz 300SLs made. 
Americans had been slow to buy German cars after WWII but by the 1960s the quality cars were be-
coming very popular.  The 300SLs sold fairly well including one to Norman Vincent Peale.  Bill ran an ad-
vertisement in “The Mercedes Benz Star” magazine in early 1964.  He received a post card response 
from Robert Horton, the huge television star of Wagon Train fame.  At this time Horton was living in 
New York City as his wife Marilynn was working on Broadway.   
 
Horton and Uncle Bill completed a deal on the phone for a red 300SL. The sticker price was $11,740.65 
and the final negotiated price was $9,361.75.  Horton put $3,000 down and came to Winston-Salem to 
pick the car up.  The Hortons flew into the old Greensboro Airport.  Uncle Bill always thinking as a sales-
man picked them up in a Porsche.  He was hoping Robert would buy that car also but that did not pan 
out.  They went to Uncle Bill’s house and I remember that my Dad (John-Bill’s brother) along with my 
Mom, me (John Jr) and my sister were invited over.  I was only 10 and did not realize just how big a 
movie star Horton was. 
 
The Hortons drove the car back to New York City and then onto his home in Encino, Ca.  He rarely drove 
the car and it was maintained in a climate controlled garage.  In 1999 it had only 18,000 miles when 
Horton decided it was time to sell it.  As one article mentioned it was in the finest condition of all origi-
nal 300SLs known.  He sold it to Sam and Emily Mann from Englewood, N. J for $500,000 (not bad for a 
$9,400 investment).  The Manns amassed a world class car collection over many years. 
 
Bill had connected with Dr. Frank Spellman from Chevy Chase, Md. who also loved 300SLs.  Frank had 
written an article on Horton owning the 300SL for the Gullwing International Club.  In October, 2000 the 
Club met in Asheville, NC for their annual meeting.  Uncle Bill and Aunt Peggy got to meet the Manns 
and the Spellmans and see the 300SL one last time.  It was a great weekend for them and was especially 
moving for Uncle Bill.   
 
Uncle Bill left Piedmont Motor Sales in 1966 and worked at a couple of other dealerships before finish-
ing his career at Vestal Pontiac-Buick in Kernersville, N. C.  He passed in January of 2012.  Robert Horton 
passed away March of 2016.  Bill’s son, Bill Jr., told me that in 1965 he got to ride in the first Porsche 
911 in the United States as professional driver, Bill Binker, was taking the car to dealerships around the 
country on a demonstration tour.  Binker took Bill Jr. on a ride up to the mountains and was driving ex-
tremely fast on narrow roads.  For a thirteen year old it was a little terrifying. 
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The Mercedes Benz Star Magazine Ad 1964 
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Postcard sent to 
Bill Stanley by 
Robert Horton 
wanting to buy the 
1964 Mercedes 
Benz 300SL. 



 

5 BILL STANLEY SELLS  1964  MERCEDES 300SL T O ROBERT HORTON & 36  YEARS LATER  



 

6 BILL STANLEY SELLS  1964  MERCEDES 300SL T O ROBERT HORTON & 36  YEARS LATER  



 

7 BILL STANLEY SELLS  1964  MERCEDES 300SL T O ROBERT HORTON & 36  YEARS LATER  



 

8 BILL STANLEY SELLS  1964  MERCEDES 300SL T O ROBERT HORTON & 36  YEARS LATER  



 

9 BILL STANLEY SELLS  1964  MERCEDES 300SL T O ROBERT HORTON & 36  YEARS LATER  

Horton’s Thunderbird and Mercedes Benz 300SL 
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He was one of the 

wonders of the Wild 
West, a Boy’s Own hero, 
a man’s man and a TV 
heart-throb all rolled into 
one in the character of 
lean, rugged, fearless 
Flint McCullough, the 
Wagon Train scout who 
led gruff Ward Bond and 
his merry band of pio-
neers each week. 

When Robert Horton 
first visited Britain in 
1960, he was met by a 
welcoming committee of 
hostile Teddy boys – 
who didn’t like their girl-
friends sighing over him 
– and 2000 teenage 
girls who turned into 
precocious terrors when 
they tried to corner him 
at his hotel with proposi-
tions that left him a 
brighter shade of pink. 

Then there was the 
British press.  They ex-
pected to see a Western 
sex symbol, complete 
with spurs all rough and 
ruddy in buckskin, and 
there I was in my Savile 
Row suit and Italian 
shoes.  They wrote the 
most horrendous things. 

But he forgave us 
everything and the next 
year he was back, with 
Sammy Davis Jr, Nat 
King Cole and Liberace, 
for a Royal Command 
performance at the Pal-
lacium doing so well that 
he returned the following 
year for another show.  
Then he quit Wagon 
Train with big plans and 
even bigger dreams and 
rode off into the sunset. 

And he’s rarely been 
heard of, certainly on 
these shores, for the 
past 27 years. 

So what became of 
Flint McCullough?  What 
happened to the rosy 
future Horton had 
mapped out?  Where is 
he now? 

Actually, he was 
easy to track down – in 
a lovely house half an 
hour from Hollywood, 
where he and his wife 
Marilynn have been 
living for the past 15 

years – and he was 
much amused to hear 
that Wagon Train was 
being reshown in Britain.  
These 17-year-olds 
might take a fancy to 
poor old Flint and then 
when they see me in 
TVTimes they’ll say: 
“God he’s old enough to 
be my grandfather!”. 

Now nearly 65, he 
continues to get loyal 
fan mail from Britain and 
other parts of the world 
where the series is still 
running.  His career on 
Broadway as a musical 
theatre star didn’t take 
off the way he hoped it 
would, back in 1962.  “I 
left Wagon Train be-
cause I had other 
dreams, so to speak.  I 
can’t say they have 
been fulfilled on the lev-
el I would like them to 
have been.  But I did 
most of the things I 
wanted to do along the 
way.” 

He had more than 
his share of bad luck 
and mistiming along the 
way, too.  He had excel-
lent reviews for the 

Broadway musical 110 
in the Shade but other 
projects were stop-
starts.  A proposed Las 
Vegas nightclub act bit 
the dust, as did a new 
TV series, A Man Called 
Shenandoah in the mid-
Sixties, which lasted 
only one season, and an 
accompanying album 
never got off the ground.  
He made two films in 
London in 1968/69, The 
Spy Killer and Foreign 
Exchange, and then 
concentrated on region-
al theatre, appearing all 
over the US in musicals 
with his wife, actress 
Marilynn Bradley.  They 
met in 1959 when she 
was his leading lady in a 
production of Guys and 
Dolls.  “We’ve been mar-
ried 29 years this com-
ing December.  It’s not 
bad, is it?  Especially in 
this business. 

He has made the 
odd B-film and recently 
spent two years in New 
York in a day-time TV 
soap opera, playing a 
Blake Carrington-type 
character, a sort of sex 

symbol to the blue rinse 
set.  But his heart is 
obviously in the theatre 
and he says he has no 
regrets whatever about 
the years he and Mari-
lynn toured the country 
playing Oklahoma, Car-
ousel, The Man From La 
Mancha, There’s A Girl 
in My Soup, Zorba the 
Greek and many more. 

The last musical they 
did together was in 
1982, I Do, I Do – and 
since his soap opera 
stint finished, he has 
done the occasional TV 
role (the remake of Red 
River is his latest), trav-
eling in Europe or taking 
it easy at their home, 
which is overflowing with 
mementoes from their 
travels and their past.  
Now, says Horton, a 
slim, elegant man 
whose good looks have 
lasted, they’re thinking 
of leaving Los Angeles 
behind for good and 
starting anew in Austin, 
Texas.  Property is 
cheap there, and he can 
fly his plane in empty 
skies, drive his beloved 

Aston Martin and Mor-
gan sports cars on emp-
ty roads, and Marilynn 
can concentrate on her 
late start in life as a very 
talented artist. 

Wherever he lives, 
he wants to continue 
working – and wherever 
he goes, his fans are 
sure to find him.  The 
driver who took him to 
the studios in London in 
1968 still writes regular-
ly, and one fan from 
Bradford flew out to see 
him last summer – Hor-
ton spent the day with 
her showing her Holly-
wood sights.  One fan 
wrote me a letter that 
was so moving, saying 
I’d touched her life in 
such a way even though 
I’d never met her, that 
I’ve put it in a box of 
special memorabilia.  
She told me about a 
friend of hers, who’s 
probably about 80 now, 
and how she lives in a 
mobile home with just 
her dog for company, 
and how she lives with 
memories of me. 

I put together a 
package of pictures I’d 
had taken over the past 
couple of years and 
wrote: “Now I’m about to 
become a senior citizen, 
I thought you might like 
to see what’s happened 
to Bob.  This is the way 
old Bob is now – I’ll be 
65 years old in July”. 

But, I didn’t get an 
answer.  I hope I didn’t 
hurt those memories.  
That show has with-
stood the test of time 
very, very well.  I under-
stand how she must 
feel.  There’s a song I 
used to love to sing, 
written for a man my 
age: “Somewhere the 
years of my youth lie 
inside me growing 
old”…It goes on and 
then it ends up: 
“because I’m a young 
man and I don’t want to 
die”.  Lovely, lovely 
song.  It says it all. 

TVT 

Why Flint ain’t finished yet… 
Thirty years ago, Robert Horton was the sexiest  

thing on —- or off —- a horse.  Today nearly 65, he 
Still gets loyal fan mail from Britain 

 

Above: Robert Horton  with Linda Dar-
nell in an episode of the “Wagon 

Train” series that made him a Wild 
West hero.  Right: Horton today. 

Dateline America by Leslie Salisbury in Hollywood 
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Robert Horton was born on July 29, 1924 into a Mormon family in Los Angeles, California as Meade 
Howard Horton Jr. He began his contract career at MGM in 1952 and adopted the acting name of 
Robert Horton. 
 
Following his final role (as a guest star on Murder, She Wrote (1984)), Horton retired from acting in 
1989. He had appeared in films, musical theatre, and many television series in both starring and 
guest roles, including Apache War Smoke (1952), Alfred Hitchcock Presents (1955), Wagon 
Train (1957), The Barbara Stanwyck Show (1960), Matinee Theatre (1955), As the World 
Turns (1956), and The Green Slime (1968). 
 
Horton was thrice married: to Mary Catherine Jobe, to Barbara Ruick, and to Marilynn Bradley, who 
survived him. He died on March 9, 2016, aged 91, in his native Los Angeles. 

Robert Horton 
July 29, 1929 — March 9, 2016 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0086765?ref_=nmbio_mbio
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0044369?ref_=nmbio_mbio
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0047708?ref_=nmbio_mbio
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0050073?ref_=nmbio_mbio
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0050073?ref_=nmbio_mbio
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0053483?ref_=nmbio_mbio
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0047756?ref_=nmbio_mbio
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0048845?ref_=nmbio_mbio
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0048845?ref_=nmbio_mbio
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0064393?ref_=nmbio_mbio
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0749539?ref_=nmbio_mbio
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Horton at his parent’s home in 1969 

Peggy & Bill with car at Asheville, NC 2000 
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16 BILL STANLEY SELLS  1964  MERCEDES 300SL T O ROBERT HORTON & 36  YEARS LATER  

 

1964 Mercedes Benz 300 SL Vehicle Data Sheet 
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Mercedes Benz Owner’s 
Warranty and part of the 

original car window sticker.  
Retail was $11,740.65 

Horton Car at Gull Wing Asheville Show October 2000 
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Above: Frank Spellman’s 300SL Below: Mercedes Benz 300SL Gull Wing car 

Right: Bill Stanley’s list of 
the last six people who 

bought new 300SLs.  They 
were the last six ever made 

by Mercedes Benz. 

Gull-Wing Doors, doors are hinged at the roof, only on mid-1950s 300SLs. 
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Bill Stanley’s letter (next page) from Dr. 
Frank Spellman and notes, names and con-
tact information for 2000 Gull Wing Group 
International Convention in Asheville, NC Oc-
tober 4-8, 2000 (also more notes on page af-
ter letter). 
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Prices for 300 SLs in 1999. 
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Bill & Peggy’s letter sent by        
Sam and Emily Mann after the      

October 2000 Gull Wing Convention. 

Sam and Emily Mann Car Collection  
(Sam comments from Leo Levine article New York Times 2-21-2014) 

 

Sam and Emily Mann amassed one of the world’s best collection of vintage cars totaling over 60 cars. 
 
In August 2016 Sotheby’s Monterey auctioned five of his cars with four being sold . 
1) 1939 Alfa Romeo 8C 2900B for (Estimate $20-25 million) (Price realized $19,800,000)  
2) 1956 Ferrari 250 GT Berlinetta Competizione “Tour de France” (Estimate $7-9 million), (Sold for 

$5,700,000)  
3) 1908 American Underslung 50 hp roadster ($1.4 million to $1.75 million) (Not Sold)  
4) 1926 Miller Locomobile Junior 8 Special ($750,000 to $1 million) (Sold for $770,000)  
5) 1926 Bentley 3-4 1/2-litre tourer in the style of Vanden Plas ($600,000 to $750,000) (Sold for 

$682,000)  
 
Sam lamented the fact the hobby had become investor driven.  That auctions have taken away much of 
the joy of collecting. “I get to thinking about those years I spent seeking out cars all over the world, from 
ads, dealer calls and other leads and how much fun and adventure it was, as well as all the research I had 
to do,” he said. “Now you open up an auction catalog and sit there, bored, in the hope that someone 
won’t outbid you. No travel to new places, no real childish anticipation, no new friends, no test drives 
through wonderful French, or British or American countryside. “Nothing but commerce,”  he said. 
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Encino: Thirty-Six years later Lots of Memories!!! 
Just before selling in 2000 18,000 Miles 

Horton’s Garage Encino Cal 
Dad’s Environmental Protected Garage 
Picture taken by Frank Spellman 1999 
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Parking Lot 300SL’s 
Parking Lot Motel Thursday Afteroon 

55 Cars Lined Up Judging About 11AM 

Left Robert Horton Car (Red One) 
Biltmore Estates 

Bill Stanley Oct 6th Biltmore 
Frank Spellman Car 

Peggy beside the Horton Car 
Bill Stanley Fri Oct 6th Robert Horton Car 
Looking at it 36 years later Goose Bumps 

Came Over Me (Bill) 
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Bill & Peggy Stanley Beside Spellman 
300SL Fri Oct 6th 2000 

Peggy Beside Spellman 300SL Oct 6th Bilt-
more House 

Spellman Car Got 3rd Place Should have 
gotten First Place! 

Beverly Spellman & Peggy Stanley  
Fri Oct 6th Biltmore 

Beautiful Lady with Peggy, Real Classy Lady 

Frank & Bill Fri Oct 6th 
Dr. Frank Spellman                                     

One of the Nicest People He Ever Met 

Taylor’s Ranch Fri Oct 6th Bill  
with Sam & Emily Mann 

New Owners of the Horton Car 
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Frank & Beverly Spellman Oct 7th 2000 
Asheville NC 

Deer Park Inn Sat. Nite 

Roger & Marlyn Lawson Oct 7, 2000  
Deer Park Inn 

Roger said they would go eat with us if 
Bush got elected Lovely Couple 

Liz & Jerry Lesten 10-7-2000 Deer Park Inn 

Canadian Couple Gull Wing Convention 
Dressed like Mounted Police 

300SL International Club                            
to meet in Vancouver BC 2001 

Frank, Bill & Sam Oct 7th                                         

Sam, Bill & Frank (Right Picture) 
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Saturday AM Parking Lot Motel 
Emily Mann 300SL Oct 7th 

Bill, Frank Spellman, Sam & Emily Mann 

Sam, Bill & Frank Frank, Bill & Sam 

These Two Pictures Sent To Bill                
By Sam & Emily Mann 

Frank, Bill & Sam 
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Peggy & Bill                               
beside the Horton 300SL 

 

Right: Three pictures of         

Piedmont Motor Sales, Inc.       
as it appeared in 1958 

 

Bill & Peggy at the Deer Park Inn 
at the Gulf Wing International 

Convention Asheville NC               

Oct 4-8, 2000 


