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The Company Behind the PELCO Name 
By John Eblen 

What Does PELCO Stand For?  Many people are not aware 

of the company name associated with PELCO embossed 

across early Brown Manufacturing, Starr X openers.  It actually 

was an abbreviation for the “Portable Elevator Manufacturing 

Company” famous for their “LITTLE GIANT” grain elevators 

used in the farming industry.  Grain elevator manufacturing 

was only seasonal work for the company to 

meet and keep ahead of demand for them.  

Instead of laying off the skilled workforce, 

during the off season, the company 

branched out and started manufacturing 

Pelco brand beverage coolers.  They also 

provided cooler chassis for Freez-All freezers and the Ideal 

Dispenser Company, thus connecting them to the refrigerating 

industry revolution early days.  This manufacturing started from 

the md-1930’s continuing into the late 1940’s. Grain elevators 

however, remained the company's signature product right up 

until the company was eventually sold in 1967. 


